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ABOUT THIS WORK

Canticles of Peace is a collaborative work by Charlotte Baskervil le and Esther Bersweden, based on the melody of the 
traditional antiphon sung at Compline: 

Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, 
and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace. 

The antiphon’s melody serves as a unifying thread throughout the piece, alongside a common tonal language, predominantly 
homophonic textures, and a calm, contemplative atmosphere. 

While each composer retains her own distinctive voice, these shared elements create a coherent musical journey that 
reflects on peace, stil lness and unity.
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Text from The Book of Common Prayer, the rights in which are vested in the Crown, is reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, 
Cambridge University Press.  Music copyright © 2026 Encore Publications.  Printed in the UK.
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For Nils and Judith Bersweden, with much love on their 35th Wedding Anniversary

Esther Bersweden (b. 1 996)

Canticles of Peace: Nunc dimittis
Luke 2.29–32
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