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TEXT

The earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is: 

the compass of the world, and they that dwell therein 

Psalm 24.1, The Book of Common Prayer

  

Why do the nations so furiously rage together? 

The kings of the earth rise up, and the rulers take counsel against the Lord and against his anointed. 

Psalm 2.1a & 2 

  

Thus saith the Lord, 

I will shake all nations; and the desire of all nations shall come: 

and I will fill this house with glory. 

Haggai 2.6a-7, King James Bible

  

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors * 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

Psalm 24.9, The Book of Common Prayer

  

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, 

and see the glory that is coming from God. 

Baruch 4.36, Common Worship Daily Prayer, Antiphon for the Benedictus from Advent Sunday until 16th Dec.

  

Like the Sun in the morning sky, 

the Saviour of the world will dawn. 

after 2 Samuel 24. 4, Common Worship Daily Prayer, 

Antiphon for the Benedictus from 17th Dec. until Christmas Eve

The earth is the Lord's

by Ashley Grote

anthem for mixed voices and organ

also available by Ashley Grote

ADVENT RESPONSORIES

for ST soli (cantor), SATB (with divisions), 

words of the Matin and Vesper Responds for Advent Sunday

The Earth is the Lord’s was commissioned by artist Chris Daynes for the 2017 Advent Procession at

Norwich Cathedral.  As a painter, he has a particular affinity with the vivid imagery of the psalms and,

specifically, the metaphorical depiction of light in those rich texts. 

The Earth is the Lord’s traces a journey from the beginnings of the world, through man’s inhumanity to

man, to the redemption of the world by the coming Saviour.  At its conclusion, the opening material

returns as a musical picture of the new dawn, Christ as the light of the sun in the morning sky, coming

from the East. 

The anthem has been recorded by the Norwich Cathedral Choir, directed by Ashley Grote and with

David Dunnett (organ).  The recording, Evening Hymn: Music of Light, is released on the Priory label

(cat. no. PRCD1208).
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Words: from Psalm 24, Psalm 2, 

Haggai 2, Baruch 4 and 2 Samuel 24

Commissioned by Chris Daynes, in generous support of Norwich Cathedral Choir.

First performed at the Advent Procession in Norwich Cathedral, 3rd December 2017, 

by the boys and men of Norwich Cathedral Choir, directed by the composer.

The earth is the Lord’s
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