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NOTE ABOUT THE MUSIC & ITS COMPOSER

Christmas is all wrapped up in this sparkling concert work.  It’s a glittering, upbeat medley of the composer’s favourite carols, 
which will help audiences get into the Christmas spirit.   The festive fun begins with a burst of Deck the Hall.  The musical 
fillers and jokes continue with decorated themes from Hark! the Herald-Angels Sing, The Twelve Days of Christmas and Ding Dong! 
Merrily on High.  A grand rendition of O Come, all ye Faithful leads into a final fanfare delivering plenty of Christmas cheer.  
Just pull a cracker, put on a paper party hat and enjoy this seasonal piece.

Thomas Hewitt Jones is an award-winning composer of both concert and commercial music.  Winner of the BBC Young 
Composer competition in 2003, he has since had a number of pieces performed, broadcast, and published.  His ballet and 
instrumental music, in particular, is highly acclaimed.  He has also worked in Hollywood, and is composing the music for the 
2012 Olympics Mascots films.

ORCHESTRA

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in B flat
2 Bassoons
2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in B flat
2 Trombones
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion (1 player: crash cymbals; plus an optional 2nd part)
1st Violins
2nd Violins
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

All the woodwind and brass parts in A Christmas Cracker can be played by one player instead of two.  

The trombone and tuba parts are entirely optional and this piece can be performed without including them.  There is another 
optional part for a second percussion player in the last bar of the work.  If used, the slapstick (whip) is intended to create the 
sound of a snap, which is heard when you pull a Christmas cracker!  Alternatively, conductors could encourage members of 
their audience, especially any children, to join in the performance by pulling real crackers at the end of this work.

Full score and orchestral parts are available on hire from the publisher.  
A study score edition is available for sale.

Duration about 3½ minutes.

This work was first performed by the Bristol Ensemble, conducted by David Ogden, 
at St George's Bristol on 21 December 2010.

A Christmas Cracker has been recorded by the 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra, conducted by Gavin Sutherland (Naxos, 8.572744).

Encore Publications
Juglans House, Brenchley Road, Matfield, Kent TN12 7DT, UK

www.encorepublications.com
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.





















mf
  

ff

            
mf

  


mf
  

ff

             
mf

   


mf
  

ff


   

   
mf

  


3


mf
  

ff

             
 

 




mf


 

3

 
mf


 

f

  
mp
 

 
mf

   
ff

      
mf

 


mf

       

 
mf


     

 
mf


    

     


mf
  

ff

           
f

     


mf
  

ff

         
f
  


mf


f

  ff

         
f

  

 
f


 

ff

  
 




 
f

 

 
f


 

ff

  
 




  
pizz.

f

 
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

Cym.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.





















mp

   
ff

        
f

        


mp
   

ff

        
f

     


mp
   

f

               


mp

               
f
     

      
f

         


mp
        

ff

 

      


mp

                 

       
f



      

 
pizz.

mf
          

f

 
mf

   
arco

f


  

3

 
pizz.

mf
          

f

 
mf

   
arco

f


  

3

 
pizz.

mf
          

f

 
mf

   
arco

f

    
3

   
pizz.

    
mf

   
f

 
mf

   
arco

f


   3

        
mf

   
f

 
mf

   
arco

f


   3
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