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Scrooge

Music: Bryan Kelly

Words: from ‘A Christmas Carol’
by Charles Dickens (1812-1870)
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Narrator (cont.):

Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone. Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous,
old sinner! The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek, stiffened his gait; made his
eyes red, his thin lips blue. Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say, with gladsome looks, “My dear Scrooge, how are you?
When will you come to see me?” But what did Scrooge care!
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Narrator:

The owner of one scant young nose, stooped down at Scrooge’s keyhole to regale him with a Christmas carol: but at the

first sound of “God bless you, merry gentleman! May nothing you dismay!” Scrooge seized the ruler with such energy of action,
that the singer fled in terror. Scrooge took his melancholy dinner in his usual melancholy tavern; and having read all the
newspapers, went home to bed. “A merry Christmas,” cried a cheerful voice. “Bah!” said Scrooge. “Humbug!”
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horses in carriages, and conduct them on their way. The brightness of the shops where holly sprigs and berries crackled in the

Meanwhile the fog and darkness thickened so, that people ran about with flaring links, proffering their services to go before
lamp heat of the windows, made pale faces ruddy as they passed.

Narrator:
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Narrator:

Scrooge walked across the hall, up the stairs, and locked himself in; double-locked himself in, which was not his custom.

He put on his dressing-gown and slippers, and his nightcap; and sat down before the fire to take his gruel. He was obliged to sit
close to it, and brood over it, before he could extract the least sensation of warmth from such a handful of fuel. As he threw his
head back in the chair, his glance happened to rest upon a bell, a disused bell, that hung in the room —
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Narrator:

They were succeeded by a clanking noise, deep down below. And then he heard the noise much louder; then coming up the

stairs; then coming towards his door.

“It’s humbug!” said Scrooge. “I won’t believe it.”

It came on through the heavy door, and passed into the room before his eyes.
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