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Matin Responsory

Words: Matin Respond,

Advent Sunday

Music: SARAH MACDONALD

for Selwyn College Chapel Choir, Advent 2016
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Words: St Ambrose (340–97),

translated by J.M. Neale (1818–66) & others

German traditional melody,

adapted by Michael Praetorius (1571–1621),

harmony by Sarah MacDonald

Come, thou Redeemer of the earth
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(ORGAN)
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3.

4.

5.

The	virgin	womb	that	burden	gained

With	virgin	honour	all	unstained,

The	banner	there	of	firtue	glow,

God	in	his	temple	dwells	below.

Forth	from	that	chamber	goeth	he,

That	royal	home	of	purity,

A	giant	in	twofold	substance	one,

Rejoicing	now	his	course	to	run.

From	God	the	Father	he	proceeds,

To	God	the	Father	back	he	speeds,

Runs	out	his	course	to	death	and	hell,

Returns	on	God’s	high	throne	to	dwell.

5.

7.

8.

O	equal	to	thy	Father,	thou!

Gird	on	thy	fleshly	mantle	now,

The	weakness	of	our	mortal	state

With	deathless	might	invigorate.

Thy	cradle	here	shall	glitter	bright,

And	darkness	glow	with	new-born	light,

No	more	shall	might	extinguish	day,

Where	love’s	bright	beams	their	power	display.

O	Jesu,	Virgin-birth,	to	thee

Eternal	praise	and	glory	be,

Whome	with	the	Father	we	adore

And	Holy	Spirit,	evermore.		Amen.

?#
#

This	hymn	can	be	performed	in	several	ways	to	suit	particular	circumstances:	a)	with	a	solo	voice	or	small	group

singing	the	melody	in	verse	1,	b)	unaccompanied	SATB	(choir	only)	in	verse	2,	and	c)	SATB	throughout	with	or	

without	organ	accompaniment.
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