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TEXTS

Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Ler to loven as | love thee;

On al my limes thu mith i-se
Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Hou sore thei quaken for colde;
For thee | suffre michil wo.
Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Love me, suete, an no mo;

To thee | take an holde.

Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Litil child, whi wepistou so sore?

Nedis most thou wepe, hit was iyarkid the yore
Ever to lib in sorow, and sich and mourne evere,
Lullay, lullay, little child! Lullaby!

SOURCES OF THE TEXTS

The texts have been compiled from two sources. The first section is an extract comprising six lines from a
poem Ler to loven as | love thee, which is contained in The Commonplace Book of John of Grimstone, published in
1372, and now in the National Library of Scotland, Advocates Lib. 18.7.21.

The rest of the words, including the refrain, Lully, lullay, lulla, lullaby, have been taken from the Harley 913 MS in the
British Library, dating from c.1330 and of Irish origin (probably Waterford).

TRANSLATION
by Joshua Pacey

Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Learn to love as | love you;

On all my limbs you might see,

Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

How sorely they quake from the cold;
For you | suffer great woe.

Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Love me, my sweet, and nothing else;
To thee | cling.

Lullay, lullay, lulla, lullaby.

Little child, why do you weep so sorely?

You weep because you must; it was ordained for you long ago

That you should live in sorrow for ever, and sigh and mourn eternally,
Lullay, lullay, little child! Lullaby!
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4 Winner of the John Sanders Memorial Competition for Young Composers 2016
Mary’s Lullaby
Words: Anon. (14th cent. Middle English) Music: JOSHUA PACEY
(b. 1995)
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to lo-ven as I love thee;
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