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Majestas
for organ

PROGRAMME NOTE

This work for solo organ was commissioned by Alice Bliss and dedicated to the memory of her
mother, Evelyn Lee Witherspoon. Composed in 1994, Majestas was first performed (in its original
version) on |9th October 1995 as part of a concert given by Dr Jane Flynn at Glenn Memorial
Auditorium, Emory University, USA.

The composition was revised in the autumn 2014.

This dramatic piece provides a musical response to Jacob Epstein's sculpture Majestas (Christ in
Majesty, 1954-5), which is sited in Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff. Drawing inspiration from the challenging
figure of the ascended Christ, the work mirrors the central messages of the vast, unpolished aluminium
and concrete structure.

In the music, | have reflected not only ecclesiastical images, but also the physical shape of its design
and form. Essentially, the core content of this piece is contained within a basic arch. One side of it
is presented at the start of the piece in bars |-5 (and also in the restatement in bars 141-145).
The other side is heard near the end in bars 169-172 (and in an earlier passage in bars |52-154).

Duration: 8 minutes



In memory of Evelyn Lee Witherspoon (1896—1987)

Majestas
TIMOTHY ROGERS (b. 1961)
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