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PERFORMING

The use of percussion is optional.  Parts are given in this score only for the final refrain, however, performers may wish to

include the tambourine or other light percussion instruments in previous iterations of the refrain.  The tambourine in bars

103-116 may be followed for this purpose.  The snare drum should be saved for the final refrain, and only used when

performed with a large choir. 

Riu, riu, chiu

by James Speakman

carol for mixed voices with optional percussion

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The metaphor used in the refrain describes the Immaculate Conception, namely, that the Virgin Mary ('the Ewe') was saved

by God ('the guard by the river') from original sin ('the wolf') at her conception.  The nonsense syllables, Riu, riu, chiu, may

represent the call of the kingfisher, a bird known to be particularly territorial.

TRANSLATION OF THE WORDS

Riu, riu, chiu, the guard by the river. God protected our Ewe from the wolf.

1. The furious wolf tried to bite her, but almighty God protected her well: he made her in such a way that she could know

no sin, a virgin unstained by our first father's fault.

2. The new-born Child is a mighty monarch, the patriarchal Christ clothed in flesh; he redeemed us by making himself tiny;

he who was infinited became finite.

3. Many prophecies foretold his coming, and now in our time we have seen them fulfilled. God became man, we see him on

earth, and we see man in heaven because he loved him.

4. I saw a thousand young men singing as they flew, making a thousand sounds, chanting to Basques: 'Glory be in the 

heavens, and peace on earth, now that Jesus is born!'

Also available by James Speakman

Tui sunt caeli

for unaccompanied mixed voices, this piece was the winning entry in the  

John Sanders Memorial Competition for Young Composers 2019
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Juan del Encina (1468–1530),

from Villancicos de diversos autores, 1556 

Mateo Flecha el Viejo (1481–1553)

arranged by JAMES SPEAKMAN (b.1992)

for George de Voil and the Chapel Choir of Wellington College
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